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Facilities and Special Procedures 
 
·  Central treatment room with easy access and observation of all critical patients 
 
·  Intensive Care – 24 hours/day 
 
·  Isolation Facilities 
 
·  Evening and Sunday appointments 
 
·  Stat blood results: in house or within hours from outside laboratory 
 
·  Diagnostic Ultrasonography (echocardiography and abdominal) 
 
·  Radiology – Special procedures including myelograms, cystograms, and upper and lower GI series. OFA and PennHIP films 
 
·  Dentistry – ultrasonic scaling, polishing, and periodontics 
 
·  Blood pressure determination 
 
·  Fiberoptic scoping (endoscopy, colonoscopy, cystoscopy, rhinoscopy, bronchoscopy) 
 
·  Oncologic consultations: surgery, chemotherapy 
 
·  Soft tissue surgery 
 
·  Orthopedic and neurosurgery 
 
·  Pathology – daily submission, timely processing, rapid review if necessary 
 
·  Internal medicine – consultations and referral 
 
Appointments  
Incoming calls are received as follows: 
    Monday thru Friday   7A.M. to 10P.M. 
    Saturday and Sunday                    7 A.M to 10P.M.          
 
Emergencies 
The hospital is available for emergencies anytime of the day, 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 
 
Fees 
 
Estimates 
These can be given over the telephone or at the initial examination. We try to be as accurate as possible but these are only estimates 
and not final fees. 
 
Payments 
Fees are due when services are performed. A deposit of 50% of the estimated fee is required upon admission, with the remainder 
payable when the pet is discharged. Cash, Visa, MasterCard, or Debit Card is accepted. 
 
 
Vaccination Policy 
All pets that are to be boarded at the Hickory Pet Inn must be current on all vaccinations and have certificates or written proof from 
the administering veterinarian if vaccinations were not performed at Pennsylvania Veterinary Specialty and Emergency Associates 
Hickory Veterinary Hospital. 
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House Calls 
 
Hickory Veterinary Hospital  is pleased to offer a House Call service to our clients. 
 
If one or more of the following apply, you may benefit from this service. 
 
·  Multiple pets 
 
·  A timid pet 
 
·  Dogs or cats that suffer from car sickness 
 
·  A busy schedule 
 
·  Lack of transportation 
 
 
House Calls and Pet Pick-Up service are available by appointment only during most business hours. 
 
Call 610-828-3054 to schedule your appointment! 
 
 
Fee Schedule: 
 
Visit fees will be determined based upon the following:   
 
 
·  within 5 mile radius 
   
·  5 to 10 mile radius   
 
·  10 to 15 mile radius    
 
 
Additional Charges for: 
·  Office visit, vaccinations, lab tests, medications, etc. 
 
 
 
 
Ó Hickory Veterinary Hospital -2005 
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Driving Directions   
 
From I-476 
Take I-476 North toward Plymouth Meeting. Take exit number 20 toward I-276 West/Pennsylvania Turnpike West/Plymouth Road. 
Keep right at the fork in the ramp. Follow signs for Germantown Pike West. At the third light (located just past the Plymouth Meeting 
Mall) turn right onto Hickory Road; proceed 1/2 mile, under the bridge, to the first driveway on the right. The Pennsylvania 
Veterinary Specialty and Emergency Associates Hickory Veterinary Hospital  and Hickory Pet Inn signs are out front. Parking is 
located on both sides of the driveway.  
 
From Pennsylvania Turnpike  
Take the exit number 25-333 toward Norristown, (turnpike ticket will be exit number 25). Keep to the left at the fork in the off-ramp. 
Follow the sign to Plymouth Road. At first light (Plymouth Road) make a left. At the next light, make a right onto Germantown Pike 
West. At the second light (located just past the Plymouth Meeting Mall) turn right onto Hickory Road; proceed 1/2 mile, under the 
bridge, to the first driveway on the right. The Pennsylvania Veterinary Specialty and Emergency Associates Hickory Veterinary 
Hospital and Hickory Pet Inn signs are out front. Parking is located on both sides of the driveway.  
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American Animal Hospital Association (AAHA) 
 
The Pennsylvania Veterinary Specialty and Emergency Associates Hickory Veterinary Hospital  is a member of the American Animal 
Hospital Association (AAHA ). 
 
 

About AAHA ...     
Choosing A Veterinary Hospital? 
Looking For A Veterinarian? 
Did You Know..?           
 
The American Animal Hospital Association (AAHA ) is an international association of more than 13,000 veterinarians who treat 
companion animals. Established in 1933, AAHA  is well known among veterinarians and pet owners for its standards for hospitals and 
pet health care. Over 2,600 veterinary hospitals voluntarily participate in the AAHA  hospital evaluation program. Trained consultants 
regularly visit these hospitals to ensure compliance with AAHA 's standards for services and facilities. Individual veterinarians can 
also be members of AAHA . These affiliate members subscribe to the same general principles as hospital members but do not 
participate in AAHA  hospital evaluations. 
 
AAHA  reminds pet owners that they can help pets live healthier and longer lives by taking their pets to the veterinarian for annual 
physical exams, vaccinations, and dental care as well as providing pets with fresh water, a balanced diet, and exercise. 
 
Choosing A Veterinary Hospital 
 
It's important to choose a veterinary hospital before you need one. Ask family, friends and neighbors for recommendations. Once you 
find a hospital, take some time to check it out. Ask for a tour of the facility, and use your eyes and nose to detect cleanliness. Also 
check if the facility is well lit. Does it have laboratory equipment? Is there gas anesthesia? If it doesn't meet your expectations, turn 
around and leave. 
 
Hospitals that are accredited by the American Animal Hospital Association (AAHA ) meet high veterinary care standards. Each 
hospital voluntarily completes a detailed evaluation of its services and equipment. Then a trained practice consultant thoroughly 
inspects the hospital to make sure it meets AAHA 's high standards in the areas of: 
 

¨  emergency services 
¨  surgery and anesthesia 
¨  radiology services 
¨  pathology services 
¨  nursing care 
¨  pharmacy 
¨  dentistry 
¨  examination facilities 
¨  pet medical records 
¨  medical library 
¨  housekeeping and maintenance 

 
Less than 17 percent of the small animal veterinary hospitals in the United States and Canada are accredited AAHA  members. 
 
In addition to the facility, you'll also want to make sure the veterinarian meets your expectations. It's important that you and your pet 
are comfortable with the doctor. The veterinarian should be able to communicate with you and make you feel comfortable asking 
questions. Even if the doctor is highly qualified, if you don't hit it off, you may need to go elsewhere. 
 
Finally, when choosing a veterinary hospital, make sure the office hours and payment policy are convenient for you. Ask for a hospital 
brochure or welcome letter that explains the hospital policies and procedures. 
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Looking For A Veterinarian? 
 
Are you moving, traveling, or looking for a veterinarian for a new pet? Pet owners can call AAHA  at 1-800-883-6301 or search 
AAHA 's online Hospital Locator for referrals to AAHA -accredited animal hospitals in nearly every area of the United States and 
Canada. 
 
Did You Know That Veterinarians Are Highly Educated And Are Much Like 21 Human Doctors Rolled Into One? 
 
In your lifetime, there are 21 different doctors who can or will take YOU from birth to death: the obstetrician, pediatrician, 
orthodontist, endodontist, internist, surgeon, radiologist, anesthesiologist, gynecologist, endocrinologist, psychiatrist, urologist, 
neurologist, psychoanalyst, metabolist, oncologist, dietician, cardiologist, geriatrist, and pathologist. Veterinarians need to know about 
all these areas of animal medicine. 
 
Did you ever stop to think about veterinarians and what they need to know in order to take care of YOUR PET? Unfortunately, some 
people still believe veterinary medicine to be an almost vocational trade, something learned on the farm. The reality is that a 
veterinarian is a highly educated person, skilled in preventing, diagnosing, and treating animal health problems. 
 
Veterinarians earn a four-year undergraduate degree before applying to veterinary school. Once accepted, veterinarians earn a four-
year doctor of veterinary medicine degree. After graduation, veterinarians are licensed by the state where they practice medicine. 
Ongoing education is a big part of most veterinarians' careers. In fact, more than half of the states in the U.S. require continuing 
education as part of the re-licensing process. 
 
(The American Animal Hospital Association (AAHA ) information is also contained on the AAHA  Internet website and is used here 
with their permission)   
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 FLEA AND TICK CONTROL 
 
Although many things can cause your dog or cat to be itchy, fleas are responsible in the vast majority of cases. Fleas are small black or 
brown insects that feed off the blood of warm-blooded animals. Some animals are bothered just by the physical irritation of the fleabite. 
Most dogs and many cats, however, are allergic to the saliva that the flea injects into the blood with every bite. In these animals just one 
flea may be responsible for all those hours of scratching and misery. Your veterinarian can examine your pet for fleas and determine the 
likelihood of a flea allergy and/or bacterial skin infection. As you can imagine, adequate flea control is very important to the comfort of 
your pet. 
 
Understanding the Flea: 
In order to be successful at keeping fleas off your dog and/or cat and out of your house, you should know a little bit about the life cycle of 
the flea. When environmental conditions are favorable (65 - 80 F and high humidity), the life cycle from egg to flea can be completed in 16 
days. Adult fleas may live for several months, continuing to produce offspring all that time. 
 
The eggs themselves are very resistant to both insecticides and environmental conditions. They can lie dormant for 2 years awaiting the 
right conditions to hatch. So while you may have eradicated all the adults with dips and sprays and a cold winter, the summer warmth will 
hatch a new crop of adults.  
  
The adult flea spends little time in the fur of its host. They prefer to hop off after a blood meal and hide in dark dusty places such as under 
couch cushions, carpets, walls, or even the cracks in wood and tile floors. It is here that the female lays her eggs. 
 
Since fleas spend so little time on your pet, it may be hard for you to appreciate, by merely inspecting the animal, how much discomfort 
they are causing. Dog and cat body temperature is 101 – 102°F, warmer than a person's. The fleas prefer to bite the warmer animals rather 
than people unless they are present in tremendous numbers. Please do not wait for them to bother you before you begin your flea control 
program. If you have any doubt as to whether fleas are a problem, consult your veterinarian. 
 
 
Control: 
 
A. FOR THE PET:  
 Flea control must be practiced on all pets in the household. One pet may be bothered more than others may, but they all can be carriers. 
 
   1.  A rapid and time-honored flea treatment is the use of dips and flea shampoos. A shampoo will kill the fleas on the pet, but is washed 
off leaving little or no residual action for the other 90% of the flea population not currently on the pet. Dips will give a residual action for 
about 10 - 14 days and can be repeated every 2 weeks in areas of heavy infestation. If you are dipping your cat, be sure the dip is labeled 
for cats before using it on yours. The directions on the shampoo or dip should be followed closely. Shampoos should be thoroughly rinsed 
off, but dips need to drip dry on the pet. The dip should be massaged deep into the coat and cover the entire body, being careful of the eyes 
and genitals. Most dips do dry the coat, so one tablespoon of emollient bath oil such as Sesame Oil Rinse or Alpha Keri  can be added to 
the dip solution.  
 
   Flea collars have been popular for years, but often are not the most effective mode of flea control. Like many products, some are better 
than others are, and your veterinarian can advise you on the most effective of the collars available. 
 
   Tick control by collar is actually quite good, and can be used in conjunction with Frontline, another product listed below for tick control 
in heavily infested areas. 
 
   Powders and sprays can also be used for flea control and may be safest for young puppies, kittens, or older animals. Most should not be 
used in conjunction with dips, because the total dose of insecticide may be too great for the pet to handle. Pyrethrin sprays can be used daily 
if needed on adult animals. 
 
Monthly treatments are relatively new and very safe and effective.  Spray and/or topical treatments are used to control both fleas and ticks 
and is safe for use on both dogs and cats that are 10 weeks of age or older.  The product is sequestered in the oil glands of the skin and is 
distributed throughout the body and the hair coat.  It is usually applied monthly to the skin between the shoulder blades and is 
UNAFFECTED by swimming and bathing, provided the product label is followed.   Hickory Veterinary Hospital offers several different 
brands of flea and tick control.  It is recommended that you discuss your pet’s exposure to fleas and ticks with your veterinarian to 
determine the best choice for your pet.   
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Flea and Tick products available by prescription at Hickory Veterinary Hospital : 
 
Frontline Top Spot (dogs and cats) 
Frontline Plus (dogs and cats) 
Advantage (cats) 
Advantix (dogs only) 
Revolution (dogs and cats) 
 
B. ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL:  
 
Remember, for every flea you see on your animal, there may be as many a 100 fleas in the environment! Therefore, environmental control 
can be the key to a successful program. 
 
   1. Professional exterminators may be a good choice for a large house and a quick knockdown of adults. Make sure the company you 
choose is spraying for FLEAS - routine-spraying services do not kill fleas. Some companies like Rx for Fleas do this routinely. Their 
process involves a powder (a special boric acid compound) which is placed deep into your rugs. This product is less toxic than traditional 
chemicals and may be advisable for homes with small children. It is guaranteed for 1 year when done by them, but is also available for you 
to  purchase and  apply with a guarantee of 6 months. A thorough steam cleaning (provided the carpet reaches a temperature of greater than 
95 degrees) will kill newly hatched fleas. 
 
   2. Do-it-yourself: This is always an option and may be more economical for apartments and smaller homes. Using an effective spray is a 
must. Those available at the veterinarian are generally the most effective, and a qualified person can help you pick out the spray or 
treatment that is best for you and your home. When treating your home, don't forget the kennel, car, and doghouse! If you use a flea bomb, 
remember it will work best in an area with little furniture and obstructions. Hand-held sprays are most easily directed into the areas that you 
need to treat. 
 
   Often, in cases of severe infestation, you will see an increase in flea activity immediately following treatment. This is due to the 
mechanical heat and vibration of the vacuum as well as the ingredients in many flea sprays stimulating the eggs to hatch in order to be 
killed by the spray. 
 
   Remember that even the professionals do not have insecticides that kill flea eggs. Therefore it will help if you vacuum the house 
thoroughly, especially the dark and dusty places that can be difficult to do. Discard the vacuum bag outside the house when you are done - 
fleas can hatch back out of the vacuum bag into your house again otherwise. All pets and people (except the sprayer) should leave the house 
during the treatment and the house left vacant for 2 - 3 hours afterwards to give the spray time to dry. After the spraying, don't vacuum 
again for at least a week. The whole process should be repeated 2 weeks after the first spraying to break the life cycle of the eggs missed on 
the first treatment. Your pets should be treated on the same day you treat the house. Please follow all label instructions carefully. 
 
   3. THE YARD:  Fleas live in the yard as well as in the house and on your pet. Of course, if you have several acres of land or if your pet 
roams free you cannot effectively treat the entire area. You can, however, create a buffer zone around your house. Remember fleas will 
congregate close to the house, dog/cat resting places, and outbuildings. 
 
   The yard can usually be treated with a heavy application of 5 - 10% Sevin dust. A large heavily infested yard should be sprayed using a 
sprayer attachment for the hose. Some products are available at Hickory Veterinary Hospital  for hose use, or a solution can be made up 
with 2 oz of 50% Malathion in a gallon of water. For best results with the latter, consult a knowledgeable lawn/garden person. 
 
Ó Hickory Veterinary Hospital – 2005 
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RABIES 
 
   Rabies is a lethal disease for all warm blooded animals that contract it- humans included. Many people believe rabies is a thing of the 
past, but it is very real - rabid animals have been found in Fairmount Park and many of the Philadelphia suburbs. 
 
   We are very lucky to have a safe and effective vaccine for this deadly virus. Depending on the vaccine given and the area you live in, 
protection may last one to three years. If your pet's vaccine lapses and s/he obtains a wound of unknown origin (and you live in 
Montgomery County), the owner has a choice of 6 months quarantine in a veterinary hospital or euthanasia with examination of the pet's 
brain for rabies. Other counties have other regulations, but all center around the fact that an unvaccinated pet can pose a health risk to the 
people s/he is in contact with. 
 
   All puppies should be vaccinated at 12 weeks of age, at one year, and then every two years thereafter in this area. 
 
   Hopefully your pet will never be exposed to a rabid animal, but even the indoor cat can escape when a door is left ajar or the fenced-
in dog can discover the playful raccoon in the trash cans. You can never be too careful. The vaccine should be boostered if there is any 
bite exposure to an unvaccinated animal, including unvaccinated pets and wildlife. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ó Hickory Veterinary Hospital -2005 
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Vaccine Schedule for Kittens  
 
 

Vac/Age 6-8 Weeks 9-11 Weeks 12-14 Weeks 16-18 Weeks Booster 
FVRCP X X X X 1 - 3 Years 
RABIES   X  Yearly 

FeLV   X X Yearly 
 
FeLV (Leukemia) is given in an initial series of two and then yearly. The cat must test negative for FeLV first. It is mainly 
recommended for cats that go outdoors and are more likely to be exposed.  Do not let the cat outside between the first and second 
vaccines in the first series.  
 
 
 
 
 
Medicating Your Cat 
 
HOLD THAT TIGER! 
 
Is your cat the Houdini of the cat world when it comes to receiving medications?  Here are a few tips on how to restrain your cat when 
giving it medications. 
 
If your cat is relatively cooperative you can gently but firmly press it against the table.  You can further immobilize the cat by 
wrapping it snugly in a blanket or towel.  Cat bags can be purchased at pet stores if you prefer to use a commercial restraint product. 
 
When no one is available to help you restrain your cat for administrating treatments, try kneeling on the floor and placing your cat 
between your legs.  Gently press your legs against your cat’s sides to immobilize it.  Your cat’s head should be facing forward when 
held in this position. 
 
Whatever method you choose, it should be the least stressful for both you and your cat. 
 
Don’t hesitate to call or ask for a demonstration, if you are unsuccessful or frustrated in medicating your cat.  
 
Ó Pennsylvania Veterinary Specialty and Emergency Associates Hickory Veterinary Hospital -2005 
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Other Considerations  
 
Spraying and Urine Marking 
Spraying and urine marking, every cat owner's biggest fear, is generally avoided by good litter cleaning habits and having the cat neutered.   
 
Hairballs 
Investing in a fine metal flea comb and using it regularly best prevents hairballs, which means every day in a longhaired cat, and every 
few days for shorter hair.  This is also an effective way to prevent matting in longhaired cats and to reduce hair shedding on the furniture.  
Laxatone or Vaseline should be used weekly during shedding season. 
 
Bathing  
Bathing is not usually necessary as cats keep themselves clean.  They can be very frightened by water and when restrained in the tub. If it 
becomes necessary, you may be better off leaving washing and dipping to someone who is very experienced. We are always happy to bath 
and dip your cat at The Hickory Pet Inn. 
 
Neutering  
Neutering (castration of males and spaying of females) can be done at six months and is strongly advised.  It will keep the boys from 
spraying and the girls from coming into heat. It also reduces roaming and fighting tendencies in males. 
 
Declawing 
Declawing can be done at six months along with neutering.  It is often a controversial subject.  Cat owners who like to have their cats 
declawed do so because they find that the cats are climbing on their furniture, draperies, up their legs, etc., and causing damage.  It 
also makes playing with cats safer because when they swat they will hit with a soft paw instead of a sharp claw, something to consider 
when children or other pets are involved.  It is usually only necessary to remove the nails from the front paws.  It is routine surgery, 
after which we hospitalize the cat for two nights to change bandages and insure a good start on healing.  All indoor cats, whether 
declawed or not, need something to scratch.  Cats tend to like softwood or sisal rope surfaces the best. 
 
 
 
Ó Hickory Veterinary Hospital – 2005 
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FELINE LEUKEMIA VIRUS (FeLV) and 
FELINE IMMUNODEFICIENCY VIRUS (FIV) 
 
FeLV 
 
Infection with this virus can weaken a cat's immune system making him susceptible to any type of infection.  It can also cause tumors and 
anemia.  A cat that is exposed to the virus will either fight off the early infection, become infected and develop an illness, or become 
infected and remain healthy but continue to spread the virus to other cats.  Eventually all infected cats will die of a leukemia related disease.  
A vaccine is available, which we suggest you consider if your cat will be coming into contact with other cats of unknown FeLV status.  
Initially, all cats need two injections 3-4 weeks apart, then yearly boosters. 
 
FIV 
 
This virus is highly infectious, and has received a lot of attention because of its similarity to the human AIDS virus.  As far as anyone 
knows, it does not infect people, just cats.  It is known to cause a variety of symptoms, such as chronic dental disease, weight loss, anemia, 
diarrhea, and like FeLV, a generalized weakening of the immune system.  The virus is believed to be widespread, and we have detected 
positive cats in our practice area.  It is statistically most prevalent in free-roaming male cats, 5 years or over.  It is usually spread by biting.  
No vaccine is available. 
 
FeLV and FIV TESTING 
 
We may recommend testing for: 
 
1. Cats who came from households with several cats that were never tested. 
 
2. Stray cats or cats with unknown backgrounds. 
 
3. Any cat with an unexplained illness or an illness resistant to the usual treatments. 
 
4. Cats from pet shops that have not been tested. 
 
Cats are least likely to be FeLV or FIV positive if they come from households that contain 3 or fewer cats that are always kept indoors, or 
from breeders who test their cats and know that they are FeLV and FIV negative.   
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Poisons and Poisonous Plants 
 
SUBSTANCES HARMFUL TO CATS 
 
Some cats get into everything and others could care less, so it's important to know your cat, but you should also know what to keep out of 
reach.... 
 
Acetaminophen (et. Tylenol) - causes red blood cell destruction and rapid death.  If your cat accidentally tips an open bottle and gets into 
playing with the tablets and ingesting them, he needs URGENT veterinary treatment. 
 
Aspirin - toxic to cats at the usual doses.  Should only be used while under veterinary care. 
 
String / Toys made with string / Sewing needles with thread – can be very harmful if ingested. 
 
Birds / Bird feeder areas - may cause Salmonella.  If you cat is fond of songbirds, clean bird feeders with Clorox and discontinue feeding 
in spring and summer and/or keep the cat indoors. 
 
Antifreeze - has a sweet taste that cats like and when ingested causes acute, severe kidney failure 
 
POISONOUS PLANTS – DANGER!! 
 
Cats love to eat plants.  While many are irritating to the gastrointestinal tract and can cause vomiting, fortunately most of our common 
houseplants aren’t poisonous.  However, the following plants are toxic, so you should be sure your pet does not have access to them.  Your 
veterinarian should be contacted in cases of suspected poisoning. 
 
COMMON PLANTS THAT ARE POISONOUS TO CATS 
 
Amaryllis  English Ivy  Jerusalem Cherry  Narcissus 
Castor Bean  Hyacinth  Laurel   Rhododendron 
Daffodil   Hydrangea  Lily of the Valley  Yew 
Dumbcane  Iris   Mistletoe  Asiatic Lily 
 
OTHER PLANTS THAT ARE POISONOUS TO CATS 

 
Autumn Crocus  Climbing Lily  Jimsonweed  Rhubarb 
Avocado (some kinds) Crown of Thorns  Laburnum  Snowdrop 
Black Eyed Susan Daphne   Lantana   Snow-on-the-Mountain 
Bleeding Heart  Euonymus  Larkspur  Spurge 
Bloodroot  Flax   Monkshood  Star-of-Bethlehem 
Bluebonnet  Flowering Tobacco Nettle   Tansy 
Caladium  Floxglove  Oleander  Virginia Creeper 
Candelabra Cactus Fritillaria  Pencil Tree  Wisteria 
Cardinal Flower  Horse Chestnut  Poinciana 
Christmas Rose  Jessamine  Poppy 
 
Are there plants that can poison a dog?  Yes, although this type of poisoning is very unusual.  In most cases, the dog will just be very 
sick to his stomach.  But even though they’re rarely fatal, plant poisoning can be dangerous to the dog’s health.  The most common 
plant poisonings occur with poinsettias**, philodendrons, and dieffenbachia.  After the animal chews on the plant, he’ll begin to 
salivate a great deal. Then he’ll suffer from paralysis of the tongue, his mucous membranes will be irritated and he’ll have difficulty 
swallowing and breathing.  A general debilitation and listlessness will follow.  If the dog is severely ill, take him to your veterinarian.  
Otherwise, the condition will usually pass on its own. 
 
If you suspect that your pet has ingested a poisonous plant call your local poison information center (phone number is listed on the 
inside front cover of your telephone directory) and take your pet to a veterinarian at once. 
 
** After years of concern the Cornell University College of Veterinary Medicine has published a 1989 report stating that Poinsettias 
are not poisonous to animals. 
(This above information on poisonous plants was supplied by the Pennsylvania SPCA)  
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Plant    Toxic Part   Comments and Syndrome 
 
Spurges and Similar Plants: All parts, especially seeds  Only one leaf may be fatal to small  
Poinsettia, snow-on-the mountain,     pets or children:  half of one castor 
castor bean and croton seeds     bean may be lethal to adult human: 
        violent gastroenteritis and CNS  
        shock; hepatotoxic and nephro- 
        toxic 
 
Buttercup:  monkshood  All parts, seed is potent  CNS effects, intense GI upset, 
  (Aconitum)       cardiotoxic effects, depression, 
  Foxglove (Digitalis)      collapse, coma and death 
 
  Larkspur (Delphinium)  Flowers, seeds and roots  As above, and CNS effects result 
  Peony (officinalis)      in early impairment of judgment 
        and walking syndrome 
 
  Buttercups (Ranunculus) most All top growth   Severe GI upset 
    species 
 
Nightshades:  jimsonweed  All parts, seed very toxic  Narcotic alkaloids, GI upsets, 
  (Datura sp.)       abnormal thirst, delirium, coma, 
        death 
 
Eggplant, tomato, potato,   Fruit and tubers edible; green Contain solanins 
  Ground cherry     growth and sprouts toxic   
 
Nightshades (Solanum sp.) of Variable, but toxic  Solanin principles 
  many species 
 
Tobacco    All parts    Alkaloid nicotine 
 
Parsleys:  poison hemlock  All parts    General CNS depressant from 
  (Consum maculatum)      conine 
  Water hemlock (cicuta maculata) Tubers mostly   Violent CNS convulsant 
 
Toxic Roots:  May apple  Roots    Violent GI syndromes, vomiting 
  (Podaphyllum), poke      and purging, exhaustion, coma, 
  weed (Phytolacca)      death 
 
Mistletoe   Berries    Fatal to both small pets and  
        children:  loss of cattle has also 
        been reported from mistletoe 
 From Case. A. A.: In Kirk. R. W. (ed.):Current Veterinary Therapy VIII:  Small Animal 
 Practice, Philadelphia.  W. B. Saunders Co. 1953. P. 146. 
 Abbreviations:  CNS ,  central nervous system;  GI ,  gastrointestinal 
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Plant    Toxic Part   Comments and Syndrome 
 
Common Lilies:  amaryllis, Bulbs mostly   Violent gastrointestinal upsets, 
daffodil, tulips, jonquil,  Lilies – all parts   nausea, emesis, dyspnea, CNS 
narcissus, death camas,      excitement, followed by  
autumn crocus, star-of-      depression, collapse, coma, 
Bethlehem, lily-of-the-      and death; young and very aged 
valley, others       most likely to be severely 
        poisoned 
 
Tropical Potted Ornamentals: Leaf, stem, stalk   Severe burning sensation in mouth 
caladium, philodendron,      and nasopharynx, swelling of oral 
dumbcane (Dieffenbachia)      passages and tissues, obstruction 
elephant ear, and similar      of air passage: asphyxia and 
common houseplants      gastroenteritis are causes of death; 
          rich in oxalates 
 
Spring Staggerweeds and  Top growth, corms  Much as above plus powerful 
Cultivated Ornamentals:      alkaloids which produce CNS 
Dicentra (bleeding-heart) and     signs; can be fatal to small pets 
Corydalis sp       or children 
 
Ornamental Shrubs: often potted All parts poisonous  Many have supertoxic cardiac  
House, flowering, or decorative Fruit (berries) attractive to  principles, violent gastroenteritis, 
Tropicals:  Daphne sp.  children and pets of all kinds or CNS excitement or depressant 
Boxwood (Buxus), Nerium      active principles of complex  
oleander sp. Yew (Taxus),      nature 
azalea, and other heath family 
shrubs; privet 
 
Legumes:  rosary pea  (Abrus All parts of seed   Supertoxic; only one pea may be  
Precatorius)       fatal if eaten; abrin a supertoxic 
        principle if given intradermally or  
        SC 
 
Black locust (Robinia)  Bark, green growth, and, likely Robinia produces intense gastro- 
    Seeds    enteritis, cardiac effects, and CNS 
        depression in any species 
 
Wisteria, horse beans, java Seeds, especially    Toxic beans and peas have hepato- 
Beans, loco weeds, and lupines      toxic, teratogenic, and other 
have toxic principles; crotalaria      poisonous properties 
may be ornamental 
______________________________________________________________________________________  
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Sources of Poisonous Plants 

Location   Examples 
House plants   Daffodil, oleander, poinsettia, dumb cane, mistletoe, philodendron 
 
Flower garden   Delphinium, monkshood, foxglove, iris, lily-of-the-valley, Asiatic Lilies 
 
Vegetable garden   Rhubarb, spinach, tomato vine, sunburned potatoes 
 
Ornamentals   Oleander, castor bean, daphne, golden chain, rhododendron, lantana 
 
Trees and shrubs   Cherry, peach, oak, elderberry, black locust  
 
Woodland plants   Jack-in-the-pulpit, moonseed, May apple, Dutchman’s breeches 
 
Swamp plants   Water hemlock, mushrooms 
 
Field plants   Buttercup, nightshade, poison hemlock, jimsonweed, pigweed 
 
Range plants   Locowed, lupine halogeton 
 
Grain contaminants  Crotalaria, corn cockle, ergot 
 
Cultural changes   Nitrate, cyanide, herbicides, insecticide 
From Osweiler, G.D.: In Kirk, R.W. (ed.):  Current Veterinary Therapy VIII 
Small Animal Practice, Philadelphia, W.B.Saunders. 1983. P. 93. 
 
 
 
Ó Hickory Veterinary Hospital – 2005 
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Microchip Identification For Your Cat 
 
 
Hopefully you will never lose your cat, but it does happen. Just visit your local SPCA. Every pet should have identification on at all times 
in the form of a collar with ID tag, tattoo, or a microchip implanted under the skin. 
 
 For cats the best identification is a safety collar and tag and a microchip ID. Since collars can often be lost during normal feline activities, 
the microchip provides safe and permanent identification for your cat should s/he ever become lost and collar-less. Tattoos are great for 
dogs, but they do not show up well on cats due to their skin and thick coat. 
 
The process of microchipping your cat is relatively pain free (a simple injection) and only requires an office visit. The chip is the size of a 
grain of rice and lasts for the life of the pet. The American Kennel Club Companion Animal Recovery (AKC-CAR) has a 24-hour, 365 
days a year 1 - 800 phone number to reunite microchipped animals with their owners. The AKC-CAR registers chips from dogs and cats, 
both mixed and purebred. The local SPCA's are being given universal microchip readers to identify pets, which have been chipped by 
different companies. 
 
We use the Home Again system which provides an antimigration capsule around the chip to ensure it remains in the area injected for ease 
of identification by SPCA readers. 
 
    
Please let us know if you are interested in this service. 
 
 
 
Ó Hickory Veterinary Hospital  - 2005 
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Vaccines for Puppies 
 
 

Vac/Age 6-8 Weeks 10-12 Weeks 14-16 Weeks 18-20 Weeks Annual 
Boosters 

DHPP X X X X X 

Rabies   X  2 years 

Bordetella –
Kennel 
Cough 

  X  6 months 

 
D = Distemper 
H = Hepatitis 
P = Parvovirus 
P = Parainfluenza 
 
General Guidelines for Puppy Vaccinations: 
 
1. Vaccinate every 3-4 weeks until 20 weeks of age or greater. 
 
2. Puppies should be kept from unknown/stray or unhealthy dogs and out of areas frequented by dogs, i.e.: parks, dog walks, until 2 

weeks after their last vaccination. 
 
3. Bordetella -Kennel cough can be given as early as 3 weeks of age. This is usually boostered at 12-14 weeks if the dog will be 

boarding. Repeat yearly unless show dog or boarded frequently then vaccinate every 6 months.  Required for boarding.  Most 
effective if given 10-14 days before possible exposure. 

 
4. If dog is greater than 16 weeks of age for first vaccination, give 1 booster in 3-4 weeks. 
                                                                                     
5. Lyme vaccination, not recommended, but can be given as early as 12 weeks. For puppies, two doses are administered in their first 

year, then yearly boosters are recommended. Lyme vaccine is usually recommended only for those dogs considered to be at high 
risk for the disease. 

 
6. Sick animals or animals with a temperature over 103°F are not vaccinated. 
 
 
 
 
Ó Hickory Veterinary Hospital -2005 
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NEUTERING 
 
TO NEUTER OR NOT TO NEUTER 
 
Many controversies exist concerning neutering pets. In general, a good policy is to neuter any animal, which is not to be specifically used 
for breeding. Pet overpopulation has caused countless dogs and cats to be put to death in animal shelters or to roam the streets searching for 
a mate. To a large extent, this tragedy is the end result of the neglect of birth control in our pets. Even owners who try to be responsible are 
often at fault- it is very difficult to keep a pet that is intent on breeding completely confined whether it is a male or female. A serious 
breeder is prepared for this problem, but the average pet owner is not. 
 
The first question you must consider is, "Should I have my pet neutered?". Pet overpopulation is only one of the issues involved. If it is not 
done routinely, most pets end up being neutered at some point for either behavioral or medical reasons. A female in season or an attracted 
male is much more interested in breeding than in being a loving pet. A normally steady, secure, even-tempered, well-trained animal will 
often be moody and aggressive. Females will be restless, anxious to get outside to the awaiting pack of eager males that are sure to be on 
your front lawn. She will need to be kept indoors, since fenced in yards are rarely enough to keep her in and the males out. In addition, you 
will have to contend with the bloody discharge that she will leave throughout the house. Males will tend to roam, often going through 
screens and over fences in search of a female in season. His "male related" behavior will include aggression (usually directed towards other 
male dogs, but also possibly toward people, including family members) and territorial urine marking. 
 
A neutered pet is also a healthier pet. Unspayed females have a high risk of mammary tumors, and are susceptible to developing cancer and 
infections of the uterus as mature adults. Intact males tend to get disorders of the prostate (enlargement, abscesses and/or tumors), tumors of 
the testicles, perineal hernias, and other tumors that are related to the effects of testosterone on the tissues. The incidence of these problems 
is high enough to justify neutering as a medical preventive measure alone. 
 
Once you have decided to neuter your pet, the next question is, "When is the best time?". It is recommended that both males and females be 
neutered at 6 months of age. At this time the animal is young and healthy, and best able to undergo a surgical procedure. The reproductive 
organs are large enough to make the procedure feasible, but undeveloped enough to keep the risks to a minimum. 
 
This is especially true of a female who has never gone through a heat cycle: the blood vessels, uterus and ovaries are small and so the spay 
is quicker and safer. In addition, if females are spayed before they come into season for the first time, the risks of developing mammary 
cancer are close to zero. If you wait until after she has had two heat cycles, the chances are equal to that of an unspayed female, so it really 
is beneficial to have your pet spayed early. For males, roaming and aggression are serious problems in many cases. Some people choose to 
wait to see if these problems will develop before deciding to neuter their pets. Unfortunately, these traits are often learned behaviors by this 
time, and neutering will not reverse them. In many instances, if the pet had been neutered early, the behavior problems would never have 
developed. 
 
Some people believe that neutering an animal at a young age will cause it to be obese as an adult. It is true that in many cases the 
metabolism will be lower after neutering, but this would occur regardless of the age at which the procedure was done. The simple solution 
to this problem is to make sure your pet gets adequate exercise and is not overfed, which you should do regardless of the animal's 
reproductive status. Another belief is that animals neutered at a young age will not reach their normal size. In actuality, there has never been 
any scientific indication that this is so. Neutering your pet is advised, therefore, for both behavioral and medical reasons. 
 
 
 
 
 
Ó Hickory Veterinary Hospital -2005 
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Poisons 
 
   One of the most common problems that a veterinarian encounters is poisoning. Hazardous substances are often readily available to the 
inquisitive pet. You, as an owner, can prevent most accidental poisoning by being aware of the potential toxicity of many household items 
and by taking appropriate precautions. When an animal is presented for treatment for poisoning, the owners are usually convinced that a 
nasty neighbor fed the animal the substance; actually, this happens only rarely. Almost always, the poison was something around the house 
or yard. 
 
   Animals are poisoned in 3 general ways: 

1) They eat the toxin. 
2) They inhale the toxin. 
3) The toxin enters the body through the skin. 

 
   It is important to consider these routes of entry when you bring a toxic substance into the house. If your pet has come into contact with 
something you think may harm him/her, always have the label available and note the amount s/he contacted. This information will help 
your veterinarian choose the proper treatment. Some of the more common poisons encountered in this area will be discussed below. 
 
RODENTICIDES 
Dogs often eat poisons that are put out to kill rats and mice. These substances are usually formulated to encourage the rodents to eat it. 
Unfortunately, what is tasty for the rat is also tasty for the dog. Be aware that your neighbors may have put these poisons down in their 
yard, and if your dog runs free, s/he might just go over and help him/herself. Most of these poisons are composed of a substance that 
interferes with the production of clotting factors and so cause internal bleeding. Look for signs of bleeding externally too, such as blood in 
the urine or feces, and hemorrhages on the gums or skin. Treatment is very effective, but must be started in time.  
 
Other rodenticides such as strychnine or 1080 cause central nervous system disorders such as muscle twitches and seizures. Although these 
are less commonly used, some exterminators will put them down in problem areas. Many of these have no effective treatment available. 
 
INSECTICIDES 
In the summer months, we commonly expose our pets to insecticides in the form of flea and tick treatments and bug control in the house 
and garden. Be very careful to follow proper instructions when dipping, spraying, and powdering. Most dips and powders  should be used 
only once every 7 - 10 days. Some (like pyrethrins) are safe to use daily and in combination with other products, but you should always 
check labels. 
 
Many sprays and powders are also used around the house, on floors and carpets, and on lawns and in gardens. Although these products are 
chemicals that taste bad and are not readily eaten, they can be inhaled or absorbed through the skin. Be especially careful about lawn 
treatments- a mild rain may activate the chemical but not wash it completely into the soil, making it more potent than when first laid down. 
 
Most insecticides used are either anticholinesterase inhibitors (e.g. organophosphate and carbamates) or chlorinated hydrocarbons. The 
former cause excess salivation, urination and diarrhea which will progress to muscle twitching and paralysis. The hydrocarbons usually 
cause central nervous system excitement with seizures. Make sure you know what chemical was used so your veterinarian can give proper 
treatment. 
 
ETHYLENE GLYCOL – (ANTI-FREEZE) 
Ethylene glycol is a chemical that makes up antifreeze and is sometimes used in other automobile fluids. It has a very sweet taste and thus 
is often ingested by animals. Be very careful to use a drain pan when changing your radiator fluid. Only a few laps from a puddle in the 
driveway is enough to kill a cat. Although dogs are slightly more resistant, a few tablespoons will kill a small dog. Early on this toxin 
attacks the nervous system, causing wobbliness, rapid breathing, and depression, progressing to coma and death. If the animal survives the 
first phase, as the substance is metabolized, it forms a product that is toxic to the kidneys, and the pet often dies of renal failure. If caught 
quickly enough, this poison may be treatable, but unfortunately, the veterinarian is often seen too late. 
 
LEAD 
We all know that puppies are curious and will chew anything and everything. One problem is the puppy who is left alone will busy 
him/herself licking and chewing peeling paint. Most older homes have lead paint around, usually in a utility room, garage, or basement, 
where a puppy may be kept. Lead paint may also be on antiques - a bird cage, an old dog crate, etc. As the lead builds up in the animal's 
body, signs become apparent. These may be central nervous system signs, including nervousness and seizures, or may be gastrointestinal 
with vomiting, diarrhea, and abdominal pains. Treatment is effective, but must be started early. 
 
Many other products are around that can poison your pets. It is wise to check the toxicity of plants before putting them in animal-accessible 
areas, either indoors or outdoors. Be forewarned that in the holiday season both mistletoe berries and poinsettias are toxic. Keep all drugs 
and alcoholic beverages away from your pets always. Also remember that most inanimate objects like garbage may turn into poisons or 
blockages when eaten by a dog or cat who can't pass them. In the last year we have surgically removed rubber bands, plastic bag wire ties, 
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socks, balls, coins, panty hose, string, nuts and bolts, chew toys, beef bones, and tinsel from the stomachs and intestines of pets. Often it its 
too late to save the animals. 
 
TYLENOL 
The aspirin-free analgesics like Tylenol (which contain acetaminophen) and Motrin (which contain ibuprofen) that we humans take so 
casually can be harmful or fatal to dogs and cats; cats even more than dogs. One Tylenol can kill a cat. So be careful with your own 
animals- warn the purchasers of your puppies- and alert your cat friends.  
 
DON'T EVER GIVE ASPIRIN-FREE ANALGESICS TO ANY ANIM ALS! 
 
Manufacturers should be required to put warnings on their labels. You can see that they do. Write to the companies directly, but most 
importantly, write to the controlling power - the FDA: 
 
                 FEDERAL FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATI ON 
                 ROCKVILLE, MD 20857 
 
Urge them to have all drugs continuing the above mentioned ingredients labeled NOT FOR USE IN ANIMALS . Also write to both your 
state and federal legislators and call this matter to their attention. 
 
(The above information on Tylenol and aspirin-free analgesics is courtesy of the Pennsylvania Federation of Dog Clubs, Inc.) 
 
Some general points to remember if you suspect poisoning: 
 

1) First call your veterinarian. Know what the toxin is, the concentration (mg), route of entry, and the time of contact if 
possible. 

 
2) If the poison is absorbed through the skin, wash the animal. If the poison is ingested, DON'T  induce vomiting until directed 

by a veterinarian. 
 

3) If you are unable to reach a vet, check the label many companies have a telephone number to call in case of an 
accident. In not, call the Poison Control Hotline, which is run by the Philadelphia Health Services. The number for 
EMERGENCIES ONLY  is 215-922-5523.   

 
 
Ó Hickory Veterinary Hospital -2005 
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Heartworm disease in Dogs 
 
Heartworm disease is a life-threatening disease caused by a blood-borne parasite transmitted to dogs by the bite of an infected mosquito. 
The infected mosquito injects an immature larval form of the heartworm into the bloodstream. These larvae (or microfilariae) go through 2 
stages of development to become adult worms, which can reproduce sexually to produce more micro-filariae. The adult worms live in the 
pulmonary (lung) arteries where they cause damage to the walls of the arteries which can result in complete blockage of the vessels. When 
a large number of worms is present some will move into the right ventricle of the heart and cause heart failure and eventually death. 
 
OCCULT HEARTWORM DISEASE 
  When we test a dog for heartworm disease we can look for the microfilariae (baby heartworms) in a blood smear. However, even if this 
test is negative your dog could still have occult heartworm disease. This occurs when there are adult worms of only one sex, when there are 
too few microfilariae to be detected, or when the dog's immune system has killed the microfilariae but not the adult worms. In these 
situations there are no microfilariae circulating in the bloodstream, but the dog can still become sick from heartworm disease. Fortunately, 
there is a blood test available to detect proteins produced by adult heartworms. This is the screening test that we perform prior to starting 
your dog on preventative medication, and every two years thereafter. If you stop the preventative for a period of more than 2 months you 
also need to have your dog retested. 
 
HEARTWORM TREATMENT 
There are two approved treatments for dogs with heartworm infections. Caparsolate is an arsenic compound that must be given in 4 
intravenous doses over a 48-hour period. The drug has toxic effects on the liver and kidneys which can sometimes stop treatment 
temporarily, and is only about 70-75% effective at killing all the worms. With heavy infestations a second treatment is sometimes 
necessary. Even with low numbers of worms dogs can die from the resulting blockage of pulmonary arteries by the dead worms. The 
second medication is called Immiticide (melarsomine) which is much less toxic to the liver, can be given by one injection in the muscle(in 
most cases) and is about 95% effective. This is the treatment we currently recommend. All dogs must also have treatment for the 
microfilariae (if present) following adulticide treatment. This usually involves using the same type of preventative medications we already 
use. 
 
HEARTWORM PREVENTION 
Because of the risk involved in treating heartworm disease ALL DOGS SHOULD BE MAINTAINED ON HEARTWORM 
PREVENTATIVE!  Even if your dog is rarely outside, mosquitoes can get into your house and infect your dog. In this area we recommend 
year-round prevention with a blood test every other year. You can also use heartworm preventative seasonally from April through 
December. However, if you use a preventative seasonally, a heartworm test needs to be performed each spring before the first dose is given. 
Puppies between the ages of 9 weeks and 6 months can be started on heartworm preventative without an initial blood test since it takes a 
minimum of 6 months to develop a heartworm infection. THERE IS ALSO HEARTWORM PREVENTATIVE AVAILABLE FOR 
USE IN CATS! ASK US!! 
 
Products available by prescription at Hickory Veterinary Hospital: 
 
Interceptor 
Sentinel 
Heartgard 
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Tattooing and Microchipping Your Dog   
 
Hopefully you will never lose your dog but if it does happen call or visit your local SPCA. Every pet should have identification on at all 
times in the form of a collar with ID tag, tattoo, or a microchip implanted under the skin. 
 
 All too often, collars or tags can be lost or unworn when a pet becomes lost. A tattoo or microchip provides safe and effective permanent 
identification for your dog every day of his or her life. 
    
The process of microchipping your dog is relatively pain free (a simple injection) and can be done at any office visit. The chip is the size of 
a grain of rice and lasts for the life of the pet. The American Kennel Club Companion Animal Recovery (AKC-CAR) has a 24 hr, 365 
days a year 1-800 telephone number to reunite microchipped animals with their owners. The AKC-CAR registers chips from dogs and cats, 
both mixed and purebred. The local SPCA's are being given universal microchip readers to identify pets, which have been chipped by 
different companies. 
 
We use the Home Again system which provides an antimigration capsule around the microchip to ensure it remains in the area injected for 
ease of identification by SPCA readers. Home Again also maintains their own registry database, but you are free to register with the service 
you prefer.  Hickory Veterinary Hospital can microchip your pet and provide you with the necessary paperwork required for registration.   
 
Please let us know if you are interested in this service. 
 
 
 
 
 
Ó Hickory Veterinary Hospital -2005 
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Hip Dysplasia 
 
Hip dysplasia in the dog is a common orthopedic problem, which is influenced both by heredity and environmental influences such as 
exercise and diet.  Most commonly, hip dysplasia affects large and giant breeds of dogs, although it may affect almost any breed. 
 
The normal hip joint is a ball and socket joint in which the end of the femur (femoral head) forms the ball that fits into the socket 
(acetabulum) of the pelvic bone.  Although almost all puppies have a normal hip configuration, at some point in the development of the hip 
joint in dogs with hip dysplasia, the configuration changes.  Instead of being a close fitting round ball and deep socket, the ball becomes 
flattened and irregular and the socket becomes shallow.  Since the ball can then easily shift out of the socket, with weight bearing on the 
leg, the femoral head rubs on the rim of the acetabulum causing discomfort and pain.   
 
Some dogs will first show clinical signs at 4 - 6 months while in a rapid growth phase which is manifested as pain in the rear limbs, or 
hesitancy to rise in the rear, jump up on furniture, and climb stairs.  This pain will sometimes diminish as the dog approaches 1 1/2 years of 
age and the dog may be sound for several years.  The reason the dog becomes sound again is that with the constant grinding between the 
two bones forming the joint, the sensitive nerve endings are eventually worn away.  Usually as the dog ages several years, advanced 
degenerative joint disease/arthritis develops and starts to interfere with the dog's normal range of motion thereby causing pain once again.  
Some dogs seem to skip the initial phase of this disease and don't have problems until later in life, and this probably represents a less severe 
manifestation of canine hip dysplasia. 
 
Diagnosis of hip dysplasia consists of careful radiographic evaluation of the dog’s hip joint.  Traditionally, this evaluation consisted of 
radiographic interpretation of the conformation of the hip joint at 2 years of age or greater by OFA.  More recently, a method has been 
developed for the early diagnosis of hip dysplasia.  This newer, PennHIP method was developed at the University of Pennsylvania School 
of Veterinary Medicine and is based on the measurement of the passive laxity or looseness of the ball in the socket.  Radiographic 
measurement of the hip laxity in dogs as young as 4 months old has shown a high correlation to the development of degenerative joint 
disease later in life. The more laxity in the hips, the more likely that the dog will develop problems. Pennsylvania Veterinary Specialty and 
Emergency Associates Hickory Veterinary Hospital is pleased to be able to offer you either or both methods of hip evaluation for your dog. 
 
There are several medical and surgical options for treatment of canine hip dysplasia. The choice is dependent upon the age of the dog, 
severity of disease, presence or absence of arthritis, and economic considerations.  Medical treatment is geared toward relief of pain and 
inflammation.  This option is generally accomplished by use of nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs, along with rest.  Medical treatment 
works well initially for many animals, but often reaches an endpoint where there is little benefit, as the dog gets older. Surgically, the 
options are geared toward either pain relief or maintaining or creating a normal hip configuration. These options will be discussed as 
follows: 
 
Pectineal Myectomy - This procedure accomplishes pain relief by taking pressure off of the hip joint.  A small nonessential muscle is 
removed from the inner thigh, which effectively removes pressure exerted on the joint.  Although this procedure relives pain and allows a 
greater range of motion in most animals for a variable amount of time, there is no evidence to suggest that it arrest the progression of 
degenerative joint disease.  However, it is a good option for owners who are trying to decide on a more expensive procedure in the future. 
 
Femoral Head and Neck Ostectomy - This procedure removes the entire ball of the joint and is aimed at relieving pain by disallowing the 
abnormal grinding of the bone to bone contact.  This procedure works very well in many dogs by allowing a false joint to form between the 
top of the femur and the surrounding musculature.  Although some shortening of the limb occurs, in a four-legged animal such as the dog, 
the difference is negligible.  One or both hind legs may be done depending on the severity of the dysplasia    
 
Triple Pelvic Ostectomy - This procedure is aimed at trying to restore the hip joint to a more normal conformation.  Since the problem 
with hip dysplasia is the grinding of the acetabular rim over the head of the femur, the triple pelvic ostectomy was developed.  The pelvis is 
cut in three places so that the acetabulum can be rotated over the head of the femur for better coverage and elimination of the rubbing.  
Again one or both sides may be done in staged surgeries.  The maximum benefit from this procedure is attained when done in young dogs 8 
months to 1 year old and is of little benefit after signs of degenerative joint disease develop. 
 
Total Hip Replacement - Although total hip replacement has been around for many years, it is only within the last few that it has been 
available and readily accessible to most dog owners.  As the name implies, the procedure consists of replacing both the acetabular and 
femoral head components of the hip joint.  The advantage of this procedure is in replacement of normal hip conformation.  In 80 % of the 
cases replacement of only one hip is necessary. By special arrangement, this procedure can also be performed at Pennsylvania Veterinary 
Specialty and Emergency Associates Hickory Veterinary Hospital .   
 
Ó Pennsylvania Veterinary Specialty and Emergency Associates Hickory Veterinary Hospital -1998 
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BLOOD TYPING YOUR DOG  
 
The demand for blood transfusions in companion animals has risen dramatically. Specialties such as emergency medicine and surgery 
have demanded increased knowledge and usage of veterinary blood transfusion medicine.  These blood transfusions mean the difference 
in saving the life of an anemic animal or a bleeding patient. 
 
WHAT IS BLOOD? 
 
Blood is comprised of a liquid portion, plasma, and a cellular portion containing red blood cells, white blood cells, and platelets.  These 
cells are made in the bone marrow and are then released into circulation into the plasma.  The plasma acts as the carrier of the cells and 
important proteins such as clotting factors and albumin. 
 
WHAT IS A BLOOD TRANSFUSION? 
 
A blood transfusion, like in humans, is a simple form of transplantation.  Blood containing oxygen-carrying red cells, clotting proteins 
and platelets is transfused from donor to patient to temporarily correct a deficiency or dysfunctions. 
 
WHY BLOOD TYPE YOUR DOG? 
 
Dogs have eight different blood groups. However, only one type (DEA 1.1) appears to be important regarding compatibility when 
transfusing a dog.  The blood type DEA 1.1 negative is considered universal and dogs with this blood type may donate blood for 
transfusions.  The donor and the recipient of blood products must be blood typed and/or crossmatched to ensure compatible transfusions 
and to avoid adverse transfusion reactions.  We, at Hickory Veterinary Hospital , encourage all pet owners to blood type their dog early 
on.  It is merely a two-minute test performed in our hospital that will verify your dog’s blood type. If your dog is ever in a life threatening 
condition, knowing your pet’s blood type can save valuable time. 
 
CRITERIA TO BEING A CANINE BLOOD DONOR 
 
Healthy dogs between the ages of one and eight years that are a minimum of fifty pounds can be potential donors.  These volunteers 
must be in good health, current on vaccines, not in estrus, and presently not on any medication other than heartworm preventative.  
Screening for transmissible diseases as well as blood type is necessary.  Prior to donation, your dog will be blood typed and if 
determined to be a universal donor (Blood type DEA 1.1 negative) your dog will be accepted into the donor program.  Specific disease 
screening for tick titers, and heartworm, complimented by a complete hemogram and biochemical screen will be performed.  If you 
are interested in getting your animal blood typed and/or want to know more about canine blood donation, please speak with our 
knowledgeable staff.  We will gladly discuss this with you. 
 
Ó Hickory Veterinary Hospital -2005 



 34 

 
 
Lost Your Dog? 
 
·  Call every Police Station that surrounds your community and report the description & details about the missing dog.  

 
·  Call as many vets in your general area as you can to see if it has been brought in injured. 

 
·  Call Montgomery County SPCA - 610-825-0111. 

 
·  Call Bucks County SPCA – 215-794-7425.  

 
·  Call Chester County SPCA – 610-692-6113. 

 
·  Call Delaware County SPCA – 610-566-1370. 

 
·  Call Women’s Humane Society – 215-750-3100. 

 
·  Call Pennsylvania SPCA, Philadelphia – 215-426-6300. 

 
·  Call Morris Animal Refuge, Philadelphia – 215-735-3256. 

 
·  Call WNAR Radio Station, Norristown – 610-272-7600  They have a Pet Patrol Service. 

 
·  Call BRAXTON”S Animal Works, Strafford-Wayne – 610-688-0769  They have a lost dog service. 

 
·  Call your Cable TV Company. You can advertise on their Community Bulletin Board Channel. 

 
·  Call Angela Romelli – 215-533-7132. A local humanitarian who will help you trace your lost dog. 
 
IF YOUR DOG IS TATTOED:  Call the person who tattooed the dog. If you used your Social Security number & registered it with 
National Dog Registry, call them at (914)-277-4485. If you have registered with I-D Pet, call Pat Stuart at 1-800-243-9147. If your 
dog is tattooed, but not registered anywhere, call Louise Alkus for help, 215-887-8954. 
ALWAYS REMEMBER TO NOTIFY THE TATTOO REGISTRY WHEN YOU CHANGE YOUR ADDRESS OR 
TELEPHONE NUMBER.   
 


